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Background: 
In April 2005, a new decentralised Refugee Status Determination (RSD) procedure was 
established in Italy. The law establishes seven Territorial Eligibility Commissions composed 
of a Prefect, a police official, a person representing the regional and municipal 
administrations and a person representing UNHCR. In this context, UNHCR has a right to 
vote and therefore takes full part to the procedure in which both the need for 1951 Convention 
refugee protection and humanitarian protection are being assessed.  
 
 
Purpose and Scope of Assignment:  
Under the overall supervision of the Senior Protection Officer of RO Rome and the direct 
supervision of the Eligibility Coordinator, the Eligibility Specialist will:      
 
1. Participate, on behalf of UNHCR, to the sessions of the Territorial Commission as a regular 
member. The incumbent will be responsible for case preparation, interviewing and assessment 
of individual asylum claims, and active participation in the decision-making process. The 
incumbent will provide country of origin information, advice on interviewing techniques 
(with particular attention to child-sensitive and gender-sensitive interviewing skills) and 
guidance on the interpretation of relevant international and national legislation. The 
incumbent will carry out his/her functions in line with all relevant national legislation, in 
particular Law 39.90, as amended by Law 189/02, and the respective implementing 
regulations, as spelled out in Presidential Decree 303/04 and in line with the 1951 Convention 
on the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol; 
 
2. Stay abreast of developments in human rights, refugee protection and refugee status 
determination issues generally, both at international and national level, as well as with regards 
to country of origin information.  
 
3. Participate, upon request of UNHCR Rome, in training activities organised for the 
members of the Territorial Commissions by the National Commission for the Right of 
Asylum, as well as other training events or activities as deemed appropriate; 
 
4. Regularly report to UNHCR RO Rome, as requested; and participate to coordination events 
organised by RO Rome; 
 
5. Liaise, in close co-operation with UNHCR RO Rome, with NGOs, lawyers and other 
qualified individuals, associations or institutions working in the field of asylum in matters 
regarding individual cases; 
 
6. Carry out, as may be requested by UNHCR RO Rome, any other activities aiming at 
implementing UNHCR’s protection mandate in Italy, including prevention of refoulement. 
      
 
 
 


