
       
 
The Facility for Refugees in Turkey is the answer to the 
EU Member States’ call for significant additional funding to 
support refugees in the country. The Facility is designed to 
ensure that the needs of refugees and host communities are 
addressed in a comprehensive and coordinated manner. The 
resources of the Facility will come from the EU budget (€1 
billion) and from EU Member State contributions (€2 billion) 
for the period 2016-2017. 16 Member States have already 
indicated their contributions to the Facility with a total of 
€1.61 billion pledged out of the €2 billion committed for this 
year and next. The process is ongoing and more Member 
States are currently finalising their contributions.

MANAGING THE REFUGEE CRISIS

THE FACILITY FOR REFUGEES 
IN TURKEY

Turkey’s geographical position makes it a first reception and transit country for many refugees and migrants. As the 
result of an unprecedented influx of people seeking refuge, the country currently hosts more than 2.7 million registered 
Syrian refugees and is making commendable efforts to provide them with humanitarian aid and support – more than €7 
billion has already been spent by Turkey to address the crisis. The EU is committed to assisting Turkey in dealing with this 
challenge. The European Commission is providing humanitarian assistance to support vulnerable refugees who have fled 
violence in their country, in particular those living outside of camps and in need of immediate aid, and those requiring 
health assistance and access to education.

     €3 billion   
for 2016 and 2017

HOW DOES THE FACILITY FUNCTION?
To ensure the coordination, complementarity and efficiency of the assistance, a Steering Committee provides strategic 
guidance and decides on which actions will be financed, with what amount, and through which financial instruments. 
The Steering Committee is chaired by the Commission and composed of EU Member State representatives, with Turkey 
sitting in an advisory capacity. Projects are selected according to a needs assessment, and following the procedure of the 
financing instruments mobilised.

FIRST PRIORITIES UNDER THE FACILITY - HUMANITARIAN AID AND EDUCATION
The Facility for Refugees in Turkey is up and running. The first contracts were signed on 4 March 2016 and the first 
payments took place within weeks: 
• €40 million in humanitarian aid has been provided to the World Food Programme to help support 735,000 refugees 

over the next six months. 
• €37 million has been dispatched through UNICEF to get an additional 110,000 refugee children into school. This 

expands on existing EU programmes which already support education for 200,000 children .

FAST-TRACK IMPLEMENTATION: €110 MILLION OF PROJECTS SIGNED
The European Commission is currently working on options to rapidly increase the flow of funding under the Facility, 
focusing on additional humanitarian aid and access to education, as well as on the development of new actions in the 
areas of health and infrastructure. 

THE FACILITY



• Humanitarian assistance      
• Infrastructure and socio-economic support-also 

through International Financial Institutions 
• A special measure for education and health

• A special measure to support returned migrants 
• Labour market access and community actions

The joint EU-Turkey needs assessment will be completed by the end of April, and will feed into a ‘Strategic Framework 
for Activities for the Facility’. 

On 19 April, the European Commission announced a new set of projects under the Facility:

• A further €60 million will be used to cover expenses for food, health care and accommodation for migrants who 
have been returned from Greece to Turkey. 

• Contracts have been signed for a further €50 million in humanitarian aid, which will be used to address the 
immediate needs of Syrian refugees in Turkey. 

This brings the European Commission’s total support - via the Facility - to €187 million. 

The fast-tracked funds for increased implementation of the Facility, are provisionally focused in five areas:


