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BUREAU OF THE EUROPEAN INTEGRATION FORUM 
 

Meeting No. 1 
Brussels, 28 January 2010 

 
 

PARTICIPANTS 
 
 

• Lally Harpal Parwana, Council for Ethnic Minorities of Denmark, 
representing civil society organisations and forums at national level 

• Peter Verhaeghe, Caritas Europa, representing civil society organisations and 
networks at EU level 

• Diane Schmitt, European Commission 
• Luis Miguel Pariza Castaños, European Economic and Social Committee 

(EESC) 
 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
 
 
1. The 3rd meeting of the European Integration Forum 
 
- Date 
 
The 3rd meeting of the Forum will be convened in Brussels after the 4th Ministerial 
Conference on Integration, which will take place in Zaragoza (Spain) on 15-16 April 
2010. The Presidency Conclusions to be agreed after the Ministerial Conference could 
include an explicit reference to the Forum.  
 
The 4th Ministerial Conference will focus on education and employment, topics largely 
discussed during last meeting of the Forum, in November 2009. Therefore, a new 
meeting before the Ministerial Conference would not give added value to the debate on 
integration. In contrast, a meeting after the Ministerial Conference will allow 
participants to react to the Council Conclusions and to provide an input to the next 
Communication on integration, to be presented by the Commission at the beginning of 
2011. This Communication will propose a new EU integration strategy.  
 
- Agenda 
 
The Bureau discussed possible topics for next meetings of the Forum. The participation 
of immigrants in social and political life and the role of the media in shaping 
perceptions of diversity were strongly supported by all members of the Bureau. Other 
suggested topics were: employment, anti-discrimination, family reunification, 
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awareness of integration among immigrants (including rights and duties), the 2010 
European Year against Poverty and Social Exclusion and the need to include migrants 
in general policy areas such as education and social inclusion, with additional measures 
for specific target groups and needs where necessary.  
  
- Format 
 
Regarding the format of the meetings, the following suggestions were made: to reduce 
the number of speakers allowing for more exchanges between participants; to link 
different meetings of the Forum in order for participants to assess the evolution of 
discussed topics; to expand meetings from one and a half days to two days; to prepare 
meetings in advance using new technologies; and to focus debates on well-defined 
topics.  
 
- Links between meetings 
 
It was underlined the importance of keeping the Forum alive and running even between 
meetings notably by using the European Web Site on Integration. Moreover, attention 
was drawn to the need to facilitate contacts with civil society organisations and public 
authorities at national level. 
 
 
2. Links between the European Integration Forum and the European Web Site on 
Integration (www.integration.eu) 
 
Representatives of the consortium running the European Web Site on Integration 
(EWSI) presented different options to make this website more useful to participants in 
the Forum (e.g. by organising virtual forums). The two members of the Bureau 
representing civil society organisations will send their comments on these options 
during the coming weeks in order for the Commission to implement the necessary 
changes on the EWSI. It was proposed to promote the EWSI among participants during 
the next meeting of the Forum. 
 
 
3. Updates by the EESC 
 
- The Secretariat of the European Integration Forum 
 
The EESC is selecting candidates to fill the two posts of the Secretariat of the European 
Integration Forum. The Secretariat is a key instrument to prepare Forum's meetings and 
to guarantee a continuity of discussions between meetings. 
 
- A future report on national integration forums 
 
Member States with national integration forums are still very much in the minority 
within the EU. In 2010, the EESC will elaborate a study on the present situation and 
aiming to encourage the setting up of new forums. National integration forums are 
regularly invited to participate in the European Integration Forum. 

http://www.integration.eu/

