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16-18th May 2011, Budapest 
 

Draft Background and Agenda 
 

 

I(TRODUCTIO( 
 
Within the framework of the Hungarian EU Presidency and as part of the project 

“Migrants in the Spotlight”, implemented by the International Organization for 

Migration (IOM), the Ministry of Interior of Hungary, and project partner 

organizations from the Czech Republic, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania and 

Slovakia, a conference will be held on the media response to migration and 

interculturalism issues in Europe and best practices in reporting on migration issues 

(see http://www.mits-eu.org). The conference will also showcase the winners of the 

Europe-wide competition for university students on articles and documentaries on 

migration and integration-related issues.   

 

In response to the clear need for responsible, balanced reporting and to increase 

understanding between migrants and host communities, the “Migrants in the 

Spotlight” project will target professional representatives of the media (journalists 

and staff of newspapers, journals, television, radio, documentary, film, on-line and 

other forms of media communication) and students of journalism in the Czech 

Republic, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania and Slovakia, in order to build their 

capacity to reliably and accurately report on news, conditions, and situations that 

involve third country nationals and migration and to promote interaction between 

migrants and the host population. Furthermore, authorities in these countries and in 

the EU in general have a direct interest in accurately reflecting migration issues that 

concern society.  

 

For this reason, the Hungarian EU Presidency considers this topic as one of its 

priorities, as reflected in the co-organization of this conference and overall support 

of the “Migrants in the Spotlight” project.   

 

The project is funded by the European Commission through the European 

Integration Fund, with further support provided by the Hungarian Ministry of 

Interior, Soros Foundation Romania, the Centre for Independent Journalism 

(Hungary) and Milan Simecka Foundation (Slovakia).  
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BACKGROU(D 
 
The media influence on society is considerable: it shapes our views, thoughts and 

behaviour.  The various media sources have the power to emphasise and deepen the 

differences in society and exclude minority voices; however, they also have the 

power to contribute to the solutions of these problems and create greater 

understanding and awareness between host communities and third country nationals. 

Journalists and media organisations, through their actions, can help diverse 

communities gain visibility and acceptance, or they can exacerbate 

misunderstanding and create division amongst different groups. By raising the 

awareness of media representatives on diversity issues and standards or reporting on 

migration issues, attitudes and perceptions of the general public can be challenged 

and changed.  

 

The EU Council conclusions on the strengthening of migrant integration policies in 

the EU by promoting unity in diversity (May 2007), call for enhancing “the capacity 

of public institutions and the media to reflect in a balanced way and manage 

migration-related diversity in society”. They further emphasize that “all individuals 

must assume responsibility in this integration process – as well as state institutions, 

political parties, media, businesses and civil society.” 

 

According to the 3
rd
 Annual Report on Migration and Integration, “the influence of 

the media in orienting public debate is broadly acknowledged as they can contribute 

to raise awareness, to clarify misunderstandings and to engage the increasingly 

diverse societies in a thoughtful debate.” 

 

OBJECTIVES 
 
The conference will focus on the role of media in creating conditions for 

intercultural coexistence in Europe, ethical considerations in media coverage and 

cultural sensitivity. It will present the good practices in media work, ranging from 

migrant community newspapers, media monitoring projects, to diversity policies in 

media organizations. Workshop sessions will also look for ways in which civil 

society and migrant organizations can work with the media in order to best 

communicate their viewpoint. The role of the so-called “new” media (e.g. Facebook, 

Twitter, etc.) in promoting integration and giving voice to individuals and 

communities will be examined. Finally, the intersection between media and 

interculturalism as expressed in daily life encounters will be discussed.  
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METHODOLOGY 
 

Four parallel workshop sessions will be held throughout the conference, in repetition, to 

allow participants to attend most of the sessions. The workshops themes will as follows: 

 

1. How to work with the media on migration related issues 
This workshop will address how non-governmental organizations, migrant community 

organizations, international organizations, governments, etc. that work with the media 

can best communicate their message (including drafting press releases, organizing a press 

conference, presenting cases and stories).  

Speakers: José Carlos Sendín Gutierrez, Investigation Over Communication on 
Society and Culture Group (GICOMSOC), King Juan Carlos University, Spain;  
Mike Jempson, Director, MediaWise Trust, UK; Mircea Toma, President Active 
Watch, Romania; Dr. Gualtiero Zambonini, Commissioner for Integration and 
Cultural Diversity in Western German Broadcasting (WDR).  
2. Good practices in reporting on migration. Moral and ethical considerations in 
reporting about migration/migrants 
The ethical considerations for media professionals in presenting migration related issues 

will be addressed during this workshop. Good practices in reporting on migration and 

diversity issues will be highlighted with special consideration for vulnerable migrants, 

gender issues, and cultural sensitivity.  

Speakers: Katleen De Ridder, Expert, Trefmedia – Minderhedenforum, Belgium; 
Arash Mokhtari, Reporter, Quick Response, Sweden; Chinedu Onyejelem, Editor, 
Metro Eireann, Ireland; Milica Pesic, Executive Director, Media Diversity Institute, 
UK. 
3. Youth, new and community media and migration issues 
This workshop will address “new media’s” contribution to migration awareness. How can 

they provide a voice to migrants and their communities? Blogs, Facebook, Twitter, 

YouTube, animation, and cartoon and the scope and effect of these new forms of 

expression will be addressed.  

Speakers: Sebastian Kraner, Awardee, PLURAL + Initiative, Austria; Dr. Áine O' 
Brien, Programme Director, FOMACS, Ireland; Ursula Schallaböck, Head of 
Corporate Communications Team, Austrian Integration Fund; Jordi Torrent, 
Project Manager, U( Alliance of Civilisations, USA. 
4. Intercultural dialogue  
The fourth workshop will highlight how informal meetings and social opportunities 

between migrants and the host societies, such as education (integration of children in the 

school system, and integration of parents through the children),  building relationships in 

the workplace, events in local communities and the neighbourhoods, religious 

communities, and sport and cultural events, can enhance intercultural dialogue.  

Speakers: Till Craig, Head of Secretariat, Expat in Denmark, Denmark; Scheer 
Ferencné, United Crèches of Józsefváros, Hungary; (ils Muiznieks, 
Professor/Chair, University of Latvia, European Commission against Racism and 
Intolerance (ECRI);  Bulgan O. Rico, Project Coordinator, Slovo 21, Czech 
Republic;. 
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PROGRAMME- DRAFT AGE(DA  
 
 

16th May 2011 (Monday)  

19:00 Welcome reception 

17th May 2011 (Tuesday) 

8:30-9:30 Registration 

9:30-10:15 Opening plenary session 

10:15-10:45 Coffee break 

10:45-12:15 4 parallel workshop sessions I 

1) How to work with the media on migration-related issues 

2) Good practices in reporting on migration 

3) Youth, new and community media and migration issues 

4) Intercultural dialogue 

12:15-14:00 Lunch 

14:00-15:30 4 parallel workshop sessions II 

15:30-16:00 Coffee break 

16:00-17:30 Plenary session/Youth Media Award ceremony 

19:00 Gala Dinner 

18th May 2010 (Wednesday)  

9:00-10:30 4 parallel workshop sessions III 

10:30-11:00 Coffee break 

11:00-12:00 Reports from the workshop sessions; plenary session; closing 

remarks 

12:00-15:00 Lunch  

 
 


