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DNA GENETIC TESTING AND PROCESSING 

INFORMATION SHEET 
 
 
 
INSTRUCTIONS   
Please read this information carefully. If you have any questions please consult with the person who 
is helping you with this form. After you read this information, you will be asked to sign the Reference 
Donor Statement of Antemortem DNA Questionnaire with Reference Donor Information 
(ICMP.ST.18.doc) and to provide a sample of your DNA. 
 
 
WHAT ARE DNA, GENES AND GENETIC TESTING? 
DNA is found in almost all cells of the body. Every individual’s DNA is unique. DNA is made up of 
many genes. Genes are passed down from parents to children. Testing of DNA and genes is called 
genetic testing. Genetic testing can be performed for many reasons. Genetic testing may help in the 
diagnosis of a disorder. Genetic testing can also be performed for research. Genes of different 
individuals can be compared to confirm family relationships. Subsequently, genetic testing can be 
used to identify the remains of missing persons and provide reliable information to their relatives 
about the fate and whereabouts of their loved ones. DNA analysis is recognized today as one of the 
most effective techniques used to identify human remains including remains of persons missing as 
result of conflicts, hostilities, human rights violations or disasters.   
 
 
WHY AM I ASKED TO CONTRIBUTE MY DNA? 
ICMP assists governments in their efforts to recover and identify the mortal remains of persons who 
went missing. You are being asked to provide your blood sample because you may be in direct blood 
relation to a person who has been or may be reported as missing. Your DNA can thus help to 
establish the identity of a missing person.  
 
 
HOW IS DNA AND GENETIC INFORMATION OBTAINED AND KEPT? 
DNA is extracted from a small blood sample taken from your finger or by means of an inner cheek 
swab. The sample will be taken either by a medical professional or a specifically trained official of the 
ICMP. There can be some discomfort with drawing blood, namely some slight pain and bleeding.  
 
The ICMP official taking your sample will use a sampling kit provided by ICMP. The sampling kit and 
the procedure will be explained and shown to you along with this information and consent form. The 
sampling kit includes several bar-code stickers. One will be attached to the consent form, which also 
includes your other personal information such as your name, age and gender. ICMP will retain the 
consent form and the blood sample. ICMP will extract DNA at its own DNA facilities and will not 
make use of any outside laboratory or contracted service provider for the purpose of processing 
your sample. ICMP will keep a copy of your DNA profile and will store the samples it receives for a 
period of five years.    
 
Without your free, express and informed consent, ICMP will reveal neither your DNA profile, nor any 
of your other personal information to any other party. If necessary, ICMP may provide your DNA 
profile or other personal information to a public authority mandated to address missing persons 
cases for which your DNA sample is being requested, provided that public authority observes 
adequate standards of data protection with regard to genetic and other personal data and provides 
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credible assurance that it will not without your consent use the data for purposes other than those 
for which it has been provided to ICMP.  
 
 
HOW IS GENETIC DATA GOING TO BE USED? 
The DNA profile extracted from your blood will be compared to the genetic information extracted 
from the mortal remains of the missing persons. In the event that the genetic data extracted from 
the mortal remains corresponds (or “matches”) to your DNA a DNA Match Report will be issued and 
transmitted to the public authority competent to issue a death certificate and to repatriate the 
remains of the missing person to his or her family. 
 
ICMP will not conduct any medical testing or other research involving your DNA. ICMP may use your 
genetic data for purposes of validation of the database and will not assign such validation work to 
any other party. Your genetic data may be reviewed in anonymous form for purposes of technical 
audits and for purposes of research efforts aimed at improving ICMP’s DNA-led identification 
system.  
 
 
CRIMINAL TRIALS AND CIVIL SUITS 
Genetic data can play an important role in criminal justice processes relating to war crimes, crimes 
against humanity, and genocide. ICMP’s mandate and work is separate and distinct from that of 
criminal justice institutions. Nevertheless, ICMP may be requested to assist criminal justice processes 
and it will do so as a matter of principles. However, ICMP will ensure the protection and 
confidentiality of genetic and other personal data also with respect to criminal justice processes. 
Specifically, ICMP does not make available for use in trials personal information entrusted to it by 
family members of missing persons without their consent. 
 
Genetic data can also play an important role in civil law suits, including law suits involving paternity 
questions. As a rule, ICMP will not provide genetic data to facilitate civil law suits. A party wishing to 
introduce genetic evidence in a civil law suit will generally be required to do so subject to national 
laws and procedures. Providing ICMP with a sample of your DNA for purposes of identifying a 
missing person does not give you the right to obtain your DNA profile or if you do receive the DNA 
profile by whatever means to make use of it as evidence in civil law suits.  
 
 
RISKS OF GENETIC TESTING 
Genetic testing may identify a disease for which there is no cure. Genetic testing may find a gene 
mutation which may cause or increase the risk of a disorder. Also, there is a risk that your genetic 
information may be given to the wrong person. This could affect you or your family. There is a risk of 
genetic discrimination. Genetic discrimination occurs when someone is treated differently because 
they have a gene mutation. To protect you against such risks, you are asked to release ICMP from 
any obligation to provide you or any other party with the results of genetic analysis performed by 
ICMP. Should you be interested in obtaining your genetic profile or other genetic information, you 
should do so subject to rules governing genetic testing in your country. 
 
ICMP as an international organization benefits from immunity of process and it cannot be required 
by the national judicial authorities to disclose your genetic information. However, this does not 
protect against risks, if remote, of illegal seizure or theft of information.  
 
There is a remote risk of unplanned destruction or loss of genetic samples or data, or in some rare 
cases, the sample may not yield DNA. In these events you may be asked again to provide a genetic 
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sample. 
 
 
MAY I WITHDRAW MY GENETIC INFORMATION AND SAMPLE? 
You have the right to withdraw your consent at any time. ICMP will discard your personal 
information in an appropriate and timely manner. You also have the right to amend or correct your 
personal data. In the event that your genetic and other personal information has been used in the 
identification of a missing person, the information can no longer be re moved or discarded. 
 
 
DO YOU HAVE ANY FURTHER QUESTIONS? 
If you have any questions about DNA testing, please contact ICMP. 


