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Some arrivals from Africa
quickly deemed economic
migrants and issued refusal-of-
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entry documents without due
process

October 19, 2015 5:00AM ET

by Kavitha Surana (/profiles/s/kavitha-surana.html) -  @Ksurana6 (http://www.twitter.com/Ksurana6)

CATANIA, Italy — Nineteen
refugees from Eritrea waved to
the cameras as they boarded a
plane leaving from Rome. Bound
for Lulea, Sweden, their trip
marked the inauguration of a
refugee plan in Europe, one that
will redistribute Syrians,
Eritreans and Iraqi asylum
seekers from Italy and Greece to
northern countries with stronger
economies and better asylum
infrastructure.

But only a week earlier, a
di!erent scene played out in
Sicily, the island where many
refugees traveling by boat arrive
in Italy. Nearly 30 men and one
woman from Africa crowded
inside the small room of local
Catholic charity in Catania,
nervously listening to a lawyer
explain the complex and
sometimes arbitrary procedures
for asylum processing in Europe.

reaching Italy is only the start

EU laws force migrants and asylum seekers
to choose between being stuck in Italy or
moving on, outside the law

(/articles/2015/8/20/far-away-so-close-for-
migrants-reaching-italy-is-only-the-start.html)

Five charts that help explain
Europe’s migrant crisis

Despite the risk of death, hundreds of
thousands of migrants cross the
Mediterranean to Europe, seeking a better
life

(/watch/shows/compass/articles/2015/5/7/five-
charts-that-help-explain-europes-migrant-
crisis.html)

Grief of drowned Syrian boys’
father: ‘They are all gone’

Photograph of 3-year-old’s body washed
up on Turkish shore has become symbol of
plight of EU-bound refugees

(/articles/2015/9/3/syria-family-refugees.html)
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“Sudan, Eritrea — they get help.
Nigeria — half and half,” Fulvio
Vassallo Paleologo, a professor of
immigration and asylum law, told
the group. “Countries like
Gambia and Burkina Faso have
almost no chance.”

As Europe’s border control
agency, Frontex, seeks
(https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/frontex-
to-beef-up-eu-border-control-in-
biggest-ever-
push/2015/10/05/fdeafb9e-6b5c-
11e5-91eb-
27ad15c2b723_story.html) to
implement faster methods in
Italy and Greece to allow
refugees from places like Syria,
Iraq and Eritrea to receive asylum
and move to other EU countries,
there is a simultaneous e!ort to
keep out so-called economic
migrants. Yet the criteria to
classify them and the process to
return them are far from clear,
leading to fears of discriminatory
rejections and expulsions.

According to local activists
(http://siciliamigranti.blogspot.com/) and
lawyers, police authorities in
Sicily have begun to summarily
classify some new arrivals as
economic migrants on the basis

‘Everyone wants to escape’:
Refugee smugglers in Turkey
defend business

However, passengers who make it to
Greece recall harrowing journeys led by
greedy, callous men

(/articles/2015/10/9/everyone-wants-to-escape-
refugee-smugglers-in-turkey-defend-
business.html)

The Harriet Tubman of
Mediterranean migrants

Nawal Soufi has become a lifeline for
Syrian refugees making the treacherous
trek to Europe

(/watch/shows/compass/articles/2015/5/7/nawal-
soufi1.html)
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of their country of origin, issuing
them refusal-of-entry documents
almost as soon as they arrive,
without allowing them to
exercise their international right
to request asylum.

The group of Africans Vassallo
Paleologo was advising were
handed refusal-of-
entry documents a day a"er
arrival and told they had seven
days to leave the country or they
would be considered residing
there illegally and would be
subject to detention and
expulsion. Then they were kicked
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to leave the country within
seven days.
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out of a gymnasium used as a
temporary reception center and
le" in the rain.

“There is a discriminatory vision
happening, where some
nationalities can ask for it and
others can’t,” said Vassallo
Paleologo. The change is both an
indication of the overwhelmed
reception system and a sign of an
increased e!ort to identify and
expel those who come from
countries with low refugee
protection rates within the EU.

For arrivals by sea
(http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-
explained/index.php/File:First_instance_decisions_by_outcome_and_recognition_rates,_30_main_citizenships_of_asylum_applicants_granted_decisions_in_the_EU-
28,_1st_quarter_2015.png) to
Italy in the first half of 2015, at
least 90 percent of Syrians and
Eritreans received some form of
asylum in Italy. For other
common nationalities, the
numbers were much lower. More
than 70 percent of Nigerians and
Malians were rejected on their
first claim. Gambians, Senegalese
and Bangladeshis also had low
first instance acceptance rates.

A"er a widely publicized photo of
a drowned Syrian boy lying
facedown on a Turkish beach
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shocked the world in September,
the leaders of France, the U.K.
and Germany all promised more
resettlement and faster
processing for Syrian refugees.

But with those promises of
generosity came renewed calls
for restrictions. At an EU meeting
of interior ministers on Sept. 22,
U.K. Home Secretary Theresa
May said
(http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/sep/22/theresa-
may-tough-stance-economic-
migrants-europe), “We must
ensure that people arriving at
Europe’s borders are being
properly dealt with, properly
fingerprinted, so that decisions
can be made and when they are
illegal economic migrants, they
can be returned.”

In Italy, where many reception
centers overflow with people
waiting more than a year for a
decision on their asylum claims,
the chaotic response in Catania
was far from the organized,
clinical system European
ministers seem to be calling for.

The men gathered around
Vassallo Paleologo were dressed
in women’s coats and two pairs

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/sep/22/theresa-may-tough-stance-economic-migrants-europe
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of pants, clothes donated by the
charity. Many still wore the green
plastic flip-flops they were
handed in an aid package upon
arrival two days earlier. If not for
the help of the local activists,
none of them knew where they
would sleep or find their next
meal.

Umar, who said he was fleeing
Boko Haram in Nigeria, said he
remembered the moment his
boat was saved by a European
ship. (Because those in the group
are considered to have arrived in
Italy illegally, Al Jazeera has
identified them by first name
only.) “We thought, ‘Ah, we found
rescue. We hope they will help
us. Let’s tell them our problems
and why we le" our country,” he
said.

But they were never given the
chance.

“We don’t know what we did
wrong … We didn’t have time to
ask them why,” said Isata, the
only woman in the group. She
said she was an orphan who le"
Sierra Leone because her uncle
was abusing her and then was
raped and threatened by militias
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in Libya. “We don’t know
anybody here. We can’t speak
Italian. We don’t have money. We
don’t have a place to stay.”

‘Obviously,
there are places

like Syria and
Eritrea where

almost everyone
is a refugee.

Then there are
places where
maybe it’s not

as
straightforward,
but that doesn’t

mean that
among the

people there,
there aren’t

refugees.’

— Sherif Elsayed-Ali
Amnesty International

“

”
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During the identification process,
the would-be asylum seekers
said they were fingerprinted and
asked to give their names,
birthdates and countries of
origin. A man who said he was
fleeing political persecution in
Gambia and asked not to be
identified said he saw his
interviewer tick a box that
indicated he le" his country
because of economic reasons.

Other asylum seekers from the
same group of boats were
separated and taken on di!erent
buses, likely to reception centers
in northern Italy. Those
remaining were simply handed
refusal-of-entry papers and
ordered to leave the country by
the end of the week through the
Rome airport, even they had no
travel documents and no means
of doing so. Police authorities did
not provide any assistance.

“We don’t know why, but they
did not have the possibility to
formalize their political asylum
requests,” said Giuseppe
Carnabuci, a lawyer representing
some members of the people
Vassallo Paleologo met with. He
added that if they were pre-
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emptively classified as economic
migrants by the Italian police,
“this is an interpretation by the
Catania police force that we
don’t agree with.”

Under Italian and EU law, anyone
from any country has a right to
apply for asylum and receive
asylum reception benefits,
regardless of their country of
origin. Ewa Moncure, a press
o!icer for Frontex, said that even
if recognition rates are low for
certain nationalities, “A migrant
always has a right to ask for
asylum … We don’t qualify
anybody as an economic
migrant.”

The police authority in Catania
did not respond to repeated
requests for comment on the
circumstances of the refusals, but
the Interior Ministry a!irmed that
migrants always have the right to
seek international protection in
Italy.

“The [asylum] procedures are
launched on the basis of a careful
case by case evaluation," a press
o!icer wrote in an email.
According to law, "the migrant
cannot be subject to a refusal-of-
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entry decree or expulsion,
pending the outcome of of the
administrative procedure
relating to the request.”

The Italian Council for Refugees
and Amnesty International said it
was nearly impossible that an
asylum request could be filed
and denied within 48 hours.

“It’s quite hard to believe that
asylum cases are being prepared
that quickly,” said Sherif Elsayed-
Ali, the head of refugee and
migrant rights for Amnesty
International. “If they had just
arrived, they would not be able
to prepare [their] claim, get the
paperwork or try to get some
kind of legal aid that quickly. It
just doesn’t seem very credible.”

The men and woman le"
stranded on the street came from
countries experiencing di!erent
levels of conflict and problems:
Nigeria, where Boko Haram
militants threaten many
communities; Gambia, where
arbitrary arrests and
disappearances under a
dictatorship are common
(https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/09/17/gambia-
two-decades-fear-and-

https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/09/17/gambia-two-decades-fear-and-repression
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repression); and Sierra Leone,
where Ebola outbreaks have
devastated many towns. All of
them passed through lawless
Libya, where some of the worst
human rights violations occur.
But lawyers advising them
conceded that, without
documentation, they had little
chance of receiving asylum
protection in Europe.

Still, Elsayed-Ali emphasized that
even though some people may
be eventually categorized as
economic migrants and might
not have the right to stay in
Europe, each person must be
told their rights upon arrival,
given the opportunity to apply
for political or humanitarian
asylum and treated with dignity
in asylum reception centers.

“Obviously, there are places like
Syria and Eritrea where almost
everyone is a refugee,” he said.
“Then there are places where,
yeah, maybe it’s not as
straightforward, but that doesn’t
mean that among the people
there, there aren’t refugees.”

https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/09/17/gambia-two-decades-fear-and-repression
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Vassallo Paleologo said since the
end of August, he has noticed an
increase in cases where specific
nationalities, especially
Gambians, Moroccans and
Malians, were promptly denied
the opportunity to apply for
asylum. He has kept track of
hundreds of cases in Sicily and
estimates the number may have
reached thousands. In some
instances, minors were classified
as adults and issued refusal-of-
entry documents.

“Last year people with these
characteristics were taken
directly to reception centers, and
[Italy] had to give them food to
eat, a place to sleep, pay for
them” while they processed their
asylum claims, he said. “But this
way, if you tell them they have to
leave the country in seven days,
you don’t have to guarantee
anything for these people. You
can leave them on the street.”

He worried that if this trend
continues, those financially
unable to return to their
countries would be detained in
centers for identification and
expulsion or, because Italy has
been forced to close many of
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these centers because of
substandard conditions, they
would end up working in the
black market until the EU can
a!ord to detain and deport them.

“They’ll work without any
guarantees, without a contract,
and this also is useful for the
European Union, which wants to
exploit workers for a low cost,” he
said.

Either way, a crackdown on
economic migrants is likely to do
little to deter people from
making the journey. Whether
people continue to flee Africa will
depend on their logic,
calculations and circumstances.

“Everybody gets in his mind that
Europe is the better place to live,”
said one asylum seeker from the
group, a French teacher. “I le"
Gambia to come here to Italy
because I think Africa is not safe.
If it’s not sickness, it’s war. If it’s
not war, some people are
unemployed. We are not working
… How can you live?”
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asylum request could be filed and
denied within 48 hours." But
approving them within 48 hours
is doable? Lets face it many are in
fact economic refugees, a refugee's
claim of political presicution is
nearly impossible to validate one
way or the other.

Peeka Boo

Fogettaboutit!

D Charles Brugger

Since when don't countries have
the right to decide who they want in
their country? If these European
liberal politicians would stop waving
welfare checks in front of the
immigrants; this immigration would
stop immediately.

Pamela Guevara

So, they refuse them entry into the
country then turn them loose on the
streets and give them 7 days head
start before attempting to track
them down and deport them? 

Like these guys are going to just
hang around and wait for a ticket
back to wherever it was they fled
from months ago?

Right. Like they aren't going to skip
town and vanish. They are long
gone by now and the government
will never catch them. 

Lyta Venn

And that you see is what



04/03/16 20:44Italy Quietly Rejects Asylum Seekers by Country | Al Jazeera America

Page 17 of 20http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2015/10/19/italy-quietly-rejects-asylum-seekers-based-on-nationality-advocates-say.html

Reply Share
0

137 days ago

Reply Share 1 reply
+4

95 days ago

those countries want. You
can't be criticized for bad
conditions in the holding
areas if there are less
people to process. You
aren't responsible for
housing and feeding
theme either.  Culling the
herd.

Marieshanahan2

I wonder why they are praying to
God, rising to fight off the corrupt
regimes and fight for their country?
 I am not a genius at international
knowledge, but it is a hard question
nobody has answered yet.

England was once lawless.  It took
a strong leader to unite them.
 Same with France, Italy, Germany
and the rest of Europe.

Why aren't these men fighting for
their nations and to, under God,
create opportunities for them and
their own people?  This is a time to
fight for their lands.  Not run to
Europe and expect a foreign nation
to become responsible for the
caring of all of these people who
merely don't want the will to fight for
their own.

If I am being ignorant, I am sorry.
 But these are young men.  

Lyta Venn

Fight with what?  a stick?
 Are you crazy, these
countries have well funded
strong men with weapons.
Also most of the countries
are very tribal in nature
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and forming a cohesive
unit of men from disparate
areas only works at gun
point which is why many
used child soldiers.  

Alfredojeffries

So Italy isn't suicidal...funny that the
Muslim Gulf states have taken no
refugees.  Japan?  Nada.  

missynorris411

The asylum process is grossly
abused in the EU. Countries are 
identified as sources for real
refugees and most as Economic
Immigrants. Europe wisely does not
accept Economic Immigrants. The
world is mostly poor and so there is
a never ending supply of economic
Immigrants. The only way that more
of the world becomes less poor is
when people stop being corrupt.
That starts with you and your
family.

Dick Wagner

How about muslim countries other
than Turkey take on the
responsibility of housing their fellow
brothers.  Qatar? Saudi Arabia?
Kuwait? where are the articles
shaming them for not taking
immigrants?

Antony Advincula

Why can't Saudi Arabia ,Qatar,
Kuwait etctake these people.These
places have more employment
opportunities than Spain or
Italy.Moreover these Muslim
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refugees will feel at home in Islamic
countries.

NeerajaKalrapin

Their country, their rules. I find the
multitude of reasons that these
people have fled their homes to be
more of a crime than Italy (or any
other European country) selectively
granting asylum based on
nationality. You can't hide statistics,
they aren't racist or bigoted, they
just are. And if a certain group of
individuals from a specific nation
are shown to be a drain on society,
then Italy or whomever, must pass
the buck on no matter how hard
their plight might be.  

MylittleSunshine1231 .

The invasion of the people from
other countries will be the end of
Europe!  unless the countries that
are being invaded take drastic
measures against the invaders

Jim Ewins

Why should Italy or any country
accept immigrants....without
permission (due process)??

Bill Topp

How in the world can any country
be expected to proceed with "due
process" under these
circumstances?
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